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Who wants to settle for fleeting treasures on earth... when God offers everlasting treasures in
Heaven?It’s time to rethink our perspectives on money and possessions. In this thoroughly
researched and extensively updated classic, Randy Alcorn shows us how to view them
accurately—as God’s provision for our good, the good of others, and his glory. Alcorn presents a
biblical and comprehensive view of money and possessions, including the following: Why is
money so important to God? Is prosperity theology right or wrong? How can we be liberated
from materialism? What should we do about debt? How much does God want us to give? How
can we best help the poor and reach the lost? What about gambling? investing? insurance?
saving? retirement? inheritance? How can we leave our children a true heritage? How can we
use money in ways that God rewards?  Insert disc 8 into your PC to access PDF study materials.

About the AuthorRandy Alcorn is the founder and director of Eternal Perspective Ministries
(EPM). He’s the author of over thirty books, including Heaven, and Safely Home, the 2002 Gold
Medallion winner for fiction. Randy and his wife, Nanci, live in Gresham, Oregon. They have two
married daughters, Karina and Angela,and several grandchildren.
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Michael G. Kelly, D.Min., Th.M., M.B.A., “Be careful with this one .... Randy Alcorn does a most
excellent work in successfully communicating many of the intangibles around the proper
handling of money and possessions for the Christian, in light of eternity. Eternity is key to every
concise argument made - it's a matter of "a right perspective - an eternal perspective." He is
clearly gifted with keen insight and skill in helping each of us carefully evaluate our potential for
mindless routine behavior, devoid of biblical expectations.Of the vast material read over the last
year, this book has had the greatest impact upon me from a behavioral standpoint. There are
many things we read that might change our thinking, or impact our attitude about a given matter.
However, there are few writings, apart from the Bible with the latent potential to impact behavior
to the degree of this book. The message has everything to do with how we handle the financial
resources, talent, time, and any other area of life for which we are considered stewards.
Unfortunately, much of the Christian life is lived incongruent to so much of what we say we
believe. Is it no wonder so many of us have lost our Christian witness before a waiting and
watching world. Our actions speak louder than our words. In most cases, the surrounding culture
has much greater influence upon us to accept their lifestyles as the norm, rather than the church
influencing the surrounding culture.Indeed, how we handle money says much about our
character toward people and toward our King - Jesus. As noted in the text by Richard Halverson,
"...Money is an exact index to a man's character." To this end, Alcorn categorically defines and
addresses each and every area of stewardship in the life of a Christian and offers the
appropriate biblical support for each.Alcorn carefully defines the destructive nature of
materialism in the American culture and within the modern-day church. Both spectrums, from
asceticism to materialism are dangerous in the life of the Christian. The instruction to the reader
is addressed from the proper perspective of a steward who owns nothing but is working on
behalf of the true owner. The steward is entrusted with all that he has and must eventually give
an account for his actions - whether wise, or unwise. Alcorn's approach is to help the reader
better understand the spirit of the text in that it's not just about the money. The product
(Scripture would suggest fruit; Matt. 7:16; John 15:1-8) of the Christian's life is the result or
consequence of a relationship with someone (viz., Jesus Christ) and His ultimate authority and
kingship in the lives of His faithful servants. Essentially, all people everywhere have a couple of
options or motivations for serving one of two masters; Jesus Christ, or the common coin. There
are consequential destinations and rewards for each which must be reconciled.Alcorn's
portrayal of the Christian as a pilgrim is also a fitting and meaningful analogy in that his thinking
suggests we are not to sink our roots to deeply in this earthly soil as it only further complicates
the process of up-rooting and moving on. Yet, this is our default tendency - to settle-in and make
this world our home. The proper mindset of a pilgrim is critical to the overall success of the
mission of the individual, family, and church.Additional attention is given to a myriad of issues
including lifestyle, missions, retirement, insurance, and a litany of other areas impacted by our



attitude toward money, possessions, and one's perspective upon eternity.As previously
mentioned, few books have been as convincing to the point of behavioral modification. This
book had a REAL impact upon me and my general outlook not just toward money, but toward life
renewed as an operational steward of the Kingdom.”

Mark LaPointe, “He isn't Catholic and thus he demonstrates ignorance of Catholic teaching. Full
of ideas and personal stories. This book fully draws on the author's experience as a pastor. It's a
great read. Still, I have a few complaints. (And yes, I am Catholic.) (1) On pages 22 - 23 where
he talks about Mother Teresa removing carpets and hot water from the building, I believe it was
their living quarters and they do this everywhere they set up a house for themselves, not for
others. For their vow of poverty to be real, the sisters who come from the poorest part of the
world should not experience an increase in standard of living when they join the religious order.
So they get rid of luxuries. Also, for the other sisters who do not come from a poor background, it
is a convenient source of mortification to do without luxuries. I don't think the good pastor knows
much about mortification. (2) On pages 23 - 27 he says many good things about "The
Inadequacies of Asceticism." That is, good for the layperson to read. But he is way off when he
talks about the Catholic vow of poverty that religious take. Despite his many quotations and
reflections in this section, the part he is missing was in his own words a few pages back, on
pages 4 and 5. There, he described Christ's words to the rich young man as "sell all you have
and come follow me." The pastor says this does not apply to all of Jesus' followers and in this he
is correct. But he neglects to say that it DOES apply to some. Instead, he interprets the story as
just a one-off instruction to that particular man for how to overcome his attachment to money. Is it
beyond belief that the Holy Spirit would inspire some people to follow Christ in Poverty, Chastity,
and Obedience? Protestants typically can't understand how this could be anyone's vocation.
They fail to understand the history of the church. Many Christians have always imitated Jesus in
this as a means of becoming a closer companion to him. Look at St. Paul. He says not all have to
follow him in his lifestyle choice of being single vs. marriage but that he has chosen the better
part in this life. Accordingly, might God invite some people to send away their betrothed and not
get married? And marriage is a greater good than the possession of things! So the pastor
should learn more about the rationale for taking religious vows. (3) On page 25, there is a
comment about Purgatory that is totally out of place in a book about money, even in a section
about monetary asceticism and Catholics. I won't explain it here, but this is a doctrinal difference
and one in which the pastor demonstrates his ignorance about the one atonement of Christ vs.
the ongoing struggle with sin and the EFFECTS of sin in our daily lives. St. Paul himself talks
about making up in oneself what is lacking in the sacrifice of Christ. Elsewhere he also talks
about working out one's salvation in fear and trembling. Mr. Alcorn, if you are reading this, I
respect your education and experience. This is a good book. But on these three brief points you
need to research the topics before you ad-lib about them.”



Monica, “Very good information!. I’m still reading through this book. It’s a wealth of information!
I’m tasked with bringing messages on tithe and offerings at my church on Sundays. This is
helping me so much to accomplish that task!”

Ehrin Bass, “Great book kind of long. I like this book I read it one hour each day for four weeks.
The other can be a little long-winded he repeats a lot of his points but overall good book. One
thing I liked about the book is he sites all of his biblical references anytime he brings up
something from the Bible he includes the verse right next to it so you're not having to wonder
does the Bible really say that? I thought this book was going to be a bunch of propaganda and
guilt you into giving more to your church but it turns out it wasn't like that at all. I mean don't get
me wrong it does show why we should give but the author basically just says this is what the
Bible says this is how I've been blessed by changing some things in my life style these are
stories of other people who have been blessed by making changes in I thought this book was
going to be a bunch of propaganda and guilt you into giving more to your church but it turns out it
wasn't like that at all. I mean don't get me wrong it does show why we should give but the author
basically just says this is what the Bible says this is how I've been blessed by changing some
things in my life style these are stories of other people who have been blessed by making
changes in their finances and you can make a choice to do the same or not. I would read it
again but probably not within the next two years because it's kind of long for my taste but overall
very good book.”

J. E. Atkins, “Our Attitude To Money and Possessions ...... .... shapes how we see eternity. Randy
Alcorn's book gives a very insightfull and biblical overview of this whole subject. If you are a
Christian I would recommend you read this book 100% - if you're not yet a Christian I would
recommend you read this book 110%!”

Carly Davidson, “Amazing book!. Such a great book! Definitely one to read loved his focus on
tithing! Will definitely carry out about a Bible study with this book!”

J. Carter, “Best biblical review on money and finance. Had been looking for something to help
understand what the Bible has to say about money and finances, and this was really
comprehensive and thorough, not to mention challenging, in just the right ways.”

JPMGORHAM, “good read. good book, lots of facts and things to think about”

JB, “A comprehensive exploration of possessions from an eternal perspective. This book was
recommended by my Pastor and I would recommend it to all Christians. It has encouraged me to
tithe.”

The book by Randy Alcorn has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 405 people have provided feedback.
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